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BOOK RE VIE WS 705 

Tribes of the Columbia Valley and the Coast of Washington and Oregon. 
By Albert Buell Lewis. Memoirs of the American Anthropo- 
logical Association, Vol. i, part 2. Lancaster, Pa. : The New Era 
Printing Co., 1906. 8°, 56 p. 

The ethnology of no region of the Pacific coast north of Mexico has 
been more neglected than that embraced in the states of Washington and 
Oregon. Thanks to the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the American Museum of Natural History, the Bureau of Amer- 
ican Ethnology, and the individual work of Krause, w^e are in possession 
of a number of extended treatises on the tribes of British Columbia and 
Alaska ; while California has been the subject of Powers' pioneer work, 
and of notable reports within the last few years by Kroeber, Dixon, and 
Goddard. In spite of excellent detail work by Gibbs, Eels, Gatschet, 
Boas, and Farrand, no such exhaustive treatises exist however for the 
intermediate region. All the more interest and importance therefore 
attach to the paper before us, which at once puts the student in touch 
with all the scattered references to the people of this area and through its 
copious bibliography and footnotes enables him to refer to the original 
sources at pleasure. 

The general results of Dr Lewis' investigation are about such as might 
have been anticipated from what we know of the tribes north and south. 
He finds, as in the region immediately to the north, that the main dis- 
tinction of culture is between the coast and the interior separated by the 
Cascade mountains, and that each resembles the corresponding area in 
British Columbia and Alaska, minor variations being noted between Puget 
sound and the Columbia valley. In southern and southwestern Oregon 
however Dr Lewis finds two smaller cultural areas, intermediate between 
the cultural area of California and those of the interior plateau and the 
coast respectively. Finally, and perhaps most interesting of all, he finds a 
small independent cultural area in the Willamette valley, in the region 
occupied by the Kalapuya tribes. This, while within easy reach of the 
true coastal culture, resembles rather that of the interior, thus showing a 
striking conservatism on the part of the Kalapuya people. 

Not only has Dr Lewis in this treatise saved other ethnologists an im- 
mense amount of work, but he has laid an indispensable basis for further 
field explorations. The comparative meagerness of our knowledge of 
these tribes after so thorough an investigation also points, as Dr Lewis 
notes in concluding, to the imperative necessity for immediate field investi- 
gations of the few fast-decreasing tribal remnants in this corner of the 
United States. It is to be hoped that some of our institutions will awake 
to the need while there is yet time. J. R. Swanton. 



